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Block (Proper Questions) Activity - Procedure

Overview

An activity designed to help students understand the importance of questioning and how questions may be used. This is done so using blocks and students trying to build structures and give instructions through questions. 

Materials
Prep Work 
1. Two (2) identical sets of large colored blocks (8-10 blocks per set)
2. Two (2) desks or sets of chair/table that can be put back-to-back
3. Chalkboard/Whiteboard
4. Laptop; Projector; Phone Camera/ELMO
5. Buzzer (Optional)

Activity Instruction
Prep Work 
1. Solicit two (2) volunteer students to sit back-to-back. Each student, not facing each other, should be set in front of a set of blocks.
	
Activity 
2. Ask one (1) student, Student 1, to build a structure with the blocks in front of them, the block structure can be whatever they want to create. 

3. Ask the whole class what are the six words that are used at the beginning of questions. [Answer: Who, What, Where, When, Why, How] 

4. Ask for a third volunteer. Instruct the third volunteer to help Student 2, the student who has not completed their block set, to build an identical structure as Student 1. Inform the third volunteer that they can only assist by asking Student 1 questions using Who, What, Where, When, Why, How.  (? minutes)
NOTE: Use a Buzzer to buzz questions/the questioner when they use the incorrect form. This is done to simulate objections and help the questioner practice keeping their calm under pressure. 
NOTE 2: Give students a time limit. Then take a photo of the two (2) structures.
NOTE 3: IMPORTANT - Do not destroy them and do not let the builders see the two structures. 

5. Instruct Student 1 to build a new structure with the blocks in front of them, the block structure can be whatever they want to create.

6. Ask for another volunteer to do the questioning, Student 4. Instruct Student 4 that they will be helping Student 2 build the same structure as Student 1. Inform Student 4 and the class that now, in addition to the Who, What, Where, When, Why, How questions that can be asked, Student 4 can also ask Student 1 questions that begin with the words “Explain” and “Describe”.
NOTE: Use a Buzzer to buzz questions/the questioner when they use the incorrect form. This is done to simulate objections and help the questioner practice keeping their calm under pressure. 
NOTE 2: Give students a time limit. Then take a photo of the two (2) structures.
NOTE 3: IMPORTANT - Do not destroy them and do not let the builders see the two structures.

7. Ask for another volunteer to do the questioning, Student 5. Instruct Student 5 that they will be helping Student 2 build the same structure as Student 1. Inform Student 5 and the class that now, in addition to all the sentences that could be used before, Student 5 can also use leading questions when talking to Student 1.
NOTE: If students are not familiar with leading questions, share examples: “Isn’t it true that the blue block is actually under the green block? Or “The green block is on the short side, not the long side, right?”. 
NOTE 2: Give students a time limit. Then take a photo of the two (2) structures.
NOTE 3: IMPORTANT - Do not destroy them and do not let the builders see the two structures.

Debrief 
8. If possible, post pictures of the structures during the debrief. This may be done with your phone and sending them to a projector-connected device.

9. Compare Student 2’s, the second builder, experience each time. Ask questions such as, “Which was the easiest?” “Which was the most frustrating?” “What was most helpful?”

10. Compare the experience of the volunteer questioners, i.e., Student 3, Student 4, and Student 5.

11. Compare the activity experience to a trial – Who in this scenario is the jury? Who in this scenario is the witness? – Who in this scenario is the attorney?
	NOTE: Other questions to ask:
		“How do the questions operate?”
		“ How would you use what you learned in a trial?”
		“ Why is it so hard to be a juror?”










CIVICS LEARNING PROJECT                                               1300 SW 6th Ave., Ste. 190, Portland, OR 97201          	www.civicslearning.org
image1.png
J

CIVIGS
LEARNING
PROJECT




