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Mock Trial Vocabulary Review - Procedure

Overview

This activity allows students to be introduced to necessary vocabulary before they examine the case and its materials as they prepare for the Mock Trial. Front-loading the legal and technical vocabulary before students experience it in the Mock Trial content will allow them to better access the information of the case, without being tripped up by unfamiliar terms.   

Activity Instruction
Prep Work 
1. Update Section B of the worksheet to include vocabulary words that students will need to know, that are not directly related to the law, but are very important for your Mock Trial case.
NOTE: Section A can be updated as well if there are more appropriate legal terms for students to be introduced too. 
	
Activity 
2. After students understand that they will be working on a Mock Trial unit/activity, that involves a legal case, explain to them that they’ll need to understand a number of words that may not be familiar to them.  

3. Review the “Mock Trial Vocabulary Review - Worksheet” with the students and answer any questions about the task(s) involved.
NOTE: You may want to have students use the Court Tour Knowledge Organizer as a resource to help them research the definition of the vocabulary words covered in Section A. 
OPTIONAL: Students could work in pairs or small groups and share their answers to make the activity take less class time. 

4. Have students complete Sections A and B on the worksheet. Circulate the room to assist students who are having difficulty with the tasks or having difficulty understanding what certain vocabulary words mean. 

5. Review the vocabulary words with the students. This could be done in a variety of ways, including full class debrief, pop quiz, game, cold-calling, etc. 










Mock Trial Vocabulary Review - Worksheet

Section A
Directions: Complete the second and third columns of the vocabulary list. Be sure to write the definition in your own words, after researching their meanings.  

	Word
	Definition 
(In Your Own Words)
	Word in a Sentence
(How would this word be used in a sentence at trial?)

	Allegedly
	


	

	Circumstantial Evidence
	


	

	Direct Evidence
	


	

	Forensic
	


	

	Intentionally
	


	

	Knowingly
	


	

	Recklessly
	


	

	Stipulate
	


	

	Testimony
	


	

	Unlawfully
	


	



Section B
Directions: Complete the second and third columns of the vocabulary list. Be sure to write the definition in your own words, after researching their meanings.  

	Word
	Definition 
(In Your Own Words)
	Word in a Sentence
(How would this word be used in a sentence at trial?)
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