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Mock Trial Roles Handouts

Directions: Each student should be given the coinciding handout to the Mock Trial role they are assigned. Their handout will offer guidance on best practices in preparing for their role in the Mock Trial.


Hyperlinks:
	· Attorneys
	· Bailiffs
	· Clerks

	· Courtroom Journalists/Artists
	· Jurors
	· Witnesses





Handouts begin on the next page





























[bookmark: doqwzpn5hhff]Attorneys


· Read & list the facts from the crime scene of the case (criminal) or events surrounding the case (civil)
· Go over exhibits and decide how and where they will be used to reinforce your version of the case
· Decide the theory of the case
· Meet with your own witnesses to plan your questioning/story
· Anticipate what the other side might make their theory
· Understand objections, how to use them, and plan when they might use them

Opening Statement Attorneys
· Prepare a statement that explains the theory of the case.  
· Include a claim and the 3 key points that will prove YOUR side of the case is correct.  
· Practice speaking with voice inflection and use of gestures.  Incorporate jury eye contact. 
· Memorize this statement as much as possible (not required)

Direct Examination of Witness - Attorneys
· Interview your witness and get their statement.  
· Have the statement written down verbatim and get a signature.  
· Create questions to either support your case or contradict the opposition's case.   
· If opposing counsel, try to go beyond your direct examination during questioning prepare for objections. 

Cross Examination of Witness - Attorneys
· Interview witness and get their statement.
· Prepare questions to support your case or contradict the opposition's case.  
· Make sure you do not go beyond the scope of the statement or get more information from the interview, or you will leave yourself open for objections and possible damage to your case. 

Closing Statement Attorneys
· Prepare a summary of your case.  
· Go back and recap your opening argument and show how you gave evidence to back- up your claim.  
· Add any new information that supports your case that was learned during the trial.  
· Use gestures and eye contact with the jury to strengthen your statements.  
· Give a final strong statement that ASKS the jury to “do the right thing,” or “Follow the law” or other and vote whether the defendant is responsible or not, whichever applies for your client.






[bookmark: a06acpgp99ie]Witnesses


· Write what you believe your part or role in the trial story is.  
· Write it in your own words and use the facts from the case as you understand. Also use the affidavits or other research.  
· Know your story well and even memorize it if needed.  
Your story will need to be believable on the stand during its telling and during questioning.  The more you read from your card, the less believable you are.  
· Speak with a strong voice and make eye contact with the attorneys.  
· Use of gestures to point at plaintiffs or defendants and other gestures strengthen your version of the story.  
· Be prepared to give witness or interviews before trial and to be questioned on the standby both attorney’s during the trial.    
· Be prepared to sign your affidavit that you swear it to be the truth.
· Work with the lawyers on your side to think of questions and how you want to emphasize your version of the story.








[bookmark: jgfrpfjef9pj]Jurors


· Listen & take notes about the events of the case, such as: 
· Names, 
· Timeline of events, 
· Descriptions of what happened, 
· Questions for clarification, 
· Statements by witnesses and 
· Accuracy and level of weight of evidence and exhibits.
· Read through the Objections guide: Be aware of the correct and incorrect use of objections and their meanings.
· Optional: Watch the movie, 12 Angry men, and observe the role of jurors and how to discuss the evidence given at trial and weigh its importance.











[bookmark: tm2r5g5xy0vx]Bailiffs


· Know the oath thoroughly and how to administer it
· Know the Judges entrance statement and give it with impact
· Be prepared to enforce the judge's courtroom commands.  



















[bookmark: 8k6f0vr3d7vw]Court Clerk 


· Listen carefully and have all documents available. 
· To provide clarification of statements if needed, have copies of all: 
· Affidavits
· Opening and closing remarks
· Exhibits
· Keep a stopwatch of the time and cue participants when down to the final 2 minutes and 1 minute before time is up.















[bookmark: 2ua25daoo328]Courtroom Journalists / Artists

· Journalists:
· Listen to the story of the case 
· Read witness accounts 
· Listen to courtroom proceedings and be prepared to summarize the trial
· Comment on the case, its outcome and its verdict based on your point of view.  
· Artists:
· Draw scenes from the courtroom or 
· Take photos and use them in your article
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