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Direct Examination of Expert Witness Preparation - Worksheet

Directions: For each expert witness, use the prompts to generate questions that you will ask during Direct Examination. 

Direct examination is when the attorney questions their own witness. They are telling the same story during direct examination. The attorney:
· “Disappears” as a major presence, giving prominence to the witness
· Asks Open Ended Questions (e.g., start with ‘Who’, ‘What’, ‘Where’, ‘When’, ‘Why’, ‘How’)
· Takes a chronological approach to tell the story

Expert Witness: ______________________________________________________________


1. Background questions to establish the expert’s background and qualifications:

	1)



2)



3)







2. What topic/field will you ask the judge to qualify the witness as an expert in? ______________________


3. Questions about what the expert reviewed to prepare for their testimony:

	1)



2)



3)








4. [Ask: Did THE EXPERT WITNESS form any conclusions/opinions based on what they reviewed? 
· (They should answer yes)
Identify the opinions/conclusions for the expert to state and how you will dive into them for the jury’s understanding:

	1)



2)



3)







5. Ending question/statement to conclude with something you want the jury to remember:

	






6. List some possible re-direct questions to follow up after the other side cross-examines your witness:

	







CIVICS LEARNING PROJECT                                               1300 SW 6th Ave., Ste. 190, Portland, OR 97201          	www.civicslearning.org
image1.png
J

CIVIGS
LEARNING
PROJECT




