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Direct Examination of Eyewitness Preparation - Worksheet

Directions: For each witness, use the prompts to generate questions that you will ask during Direct Examination. 

Direct examination is when the attorney questions their own witness. They are telling the same story during direct examination. The attorney:
· “Disappears” as a major presence, giving prominence to the witness
· Asks Open Ended Questions (e.g., start with ‘Who’, ‘What’, ‘Where’, ‘When’, ‘Why’, ‘How’)
· Allows the witness to tell their story with minimal interruption 
· Takes a chronological approach to tell the story

Witness: _____________________________________________________________________


1. Background questions to get to know the witness and why they are in court:

	1)



2)



3)







2. Questions to help the witness tell their story (‘Who’, ‘What’, ‘Where’, ‘When’, ‘Why’, ‘How’)

	1)



2)



3)











3. Concluding question/statement to end on a note that the jury will remember:

	








4. List some possible re-direct questions to follow up after the other side cross-examines your witness:

	






Adapted from Guide by Karen Rouse
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