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Opening Statement Preparation - Handout


The Opening Statement is the first time the jury will hear the story of this case.  It is the opening statement that will give the details from the beginning to the end, introduce the witnesses, explain the circumstances of the case and tell your side of the story. 

Your opening statement must tell the story of the case but with a bias. The idea is not to just string the facts together, but instead to paint a picture that captivates the audience and helps the members of the jury vividly see what happened in their minds. The opening statement ties together this story and emphasizes your side’s case theme, over and over again. 

Tips:  
· You can use emotion, storytelling techniques, visualizations (e.g., “Imagine, if you will….”) 
· You have to “hook” them in with the compelling aspects of your story. 

Opening Statement Musts:  
· Tell the story of the case from the perspective of your side
· Present the events of the case in an orderly, easy to understand manner
· Explain what you plan to prove
· Explain how you will prove it
· Mention the burden of proof (i.e., beyond a reasonable doubt / preponderance of evidence)
· Mention the applicable law (the counts / complaint should be woven into your explanation of what you will prove and how you will prove it.)

Helpful Resources in Creating a Opening Statement:  
· Watch Mock Trial University: Opening Statement | How to Deliver an Opening Statement
· Witness statements and all of your witness notes
· Exhibits 
· Indictment or Complaint
· Elements of a Criminal Case, Presumption of Evidence, Proof Beyond a Reasonable Doubt, and Applicability to this Case / Elements of a Civil Case
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