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Fairy Tale Lesson

Lesson Topic: Opening Statements
Time of the Lesson: 50-90 minutes

1. Essential Question:
· What are the elements of an effective opening statement

2. Learning Objectives:
· Students will be able to… (SWBAT)
· Identify the essential components of an Opening Statement
· Compare and contrast productive advocacy and unproductive advocacy
· Discuss the real world application of argument framing and advocacy

3. Materials List:
· Three Little Pigs - Wolf Opening Statement Worksheet
· Fairy Tale Stories - Worksheets
· The TRUE story of the 3 little pigs by A. Wolf (video) [play at 1.5 speed]

4. Procedure:
	Section
	Activity

	4a. Discover
	· Ask the class if they are familiar with the story of the Three Little Pigs. Discuss
· Either watch the “True Story” video or read the 3 little pigs story.
· Instruct the students that the story is also shared on the “Three Little Pigs - Wolf Opening Statement” Worksheet.

	4b. Expose
	· Instruct students to work in pairs on the “Three Little Pigs - Wolf Opening Statement” Worksheet. Let the students know that they will be reading the Opening Statement of the Wolf’s attorney and identifying the parts of the opening statement that make it strong or weak. 
· Prior to students working on their Opening Statement analysis, review key elements to good Opening Statements:
· Goal:
· General sense and understanding of your case’s theme
· Juror left eager to learn more
· Understanding and appreciation for the ultimate judgment you’re asking juror to make
· Elements:
· Theme of the Case - provide the jury with a framework for every piece of evidence the jury will hear. A one-sentence summary, without legalese that describes the case. Answer the question: What really happened?
· Hook Jury Early - Tell the jury something interesting in your first few sentences. 
· Set the Scene - Present the people and evidence in the context of a story, so the jury will look forward to hearing the story unfold. 
· Be Persuasive - Assemble the facts and present them in a way that leaves only one conclusion, the one your side is advocating. 
· Personalize the Client - Explain your client’s motivation and make them seem grounded and relatable. 
· Have students work in partners to complete the “Three Little Pigs - Wolf Opening Statement” Worksheet and debrief
· What parts of the opening statement did you find strong? What elements did you find weak? Why?

	4c. Apply
	· Inform students that they will be working in pairs/small groups on another “case”
· Instruct the students that each pair/group will be reading another fairy tale and they will be creating their own Opening Statement for their client, the ‘bad guy’ of the story.
· NOTE: There are five (5) different stories/worksheets
· Have students work in pairs/small groups on their story and Opening Statement 
· Have students present their Opening Statements:
· Ask each group to perform their Opening Statement
· After each performance, ask the rest of the class what they liked about the Opening Statement

	4d. Reflect
	· Debrief
· What was challenging about writing an Opening Statement?
· What was key to a successful Opening Statement? 
· What skills/techniques were you practicing during this activity?
· Why might these skills be important to you now and in the future? 



5. Assessment(s):
· Three Little Pigs - Wolf Opening Statement Worksheet
· Pair/Group-generated Opening Statements
· Full class debrief

6. Modifications/Variations:
· Students can just read the Three Little Pigs story, instead of watching the video
· Instead of giving the students an example Wolf Opening Statement, have students work on their own first

7. Lesson Reflections (OPTIONAL):
	What worked well in the lesson? Why?
	

	What would I modify for future implementation? 
	




Three Little Pigs - Wolf Opening Statement - Worksheet

Directions: Read the story and the evidence below. The story may or may not be true as it is from the “good guy’s” point of view. The evidence is definitely true as it is undisputed. 

Story
Once upon a time there were three little pigs and the time came for them to leave home and seek their fortunes. Before they left, their mother told them " Whatever you do , do it the best that you can because that's the way to get along in the world. The first little pig built his house out of straw because it was the easiest thing to do.The second little pig built his house out of sticks. This was a little bit stronger than a straw house. The third little pig built his house out of bricks.

One night the big bad wolf, who dearly loved to eat fat little pigs, came along and saw the first little pig in his house of straw. He said "Let me in, Let me in, little pig or I'll huff and I'll puff and I'll blow your house in!" "Not by the hair of my chinny chin chin", said the little pig. But of course, the wolf did blow the house in and ate the first little pig.

The wolf then came to the house of sticks. "Let me in, Let me in, little pig or I'll huff and I'll puff and I'll blow your house in" "Not by the hair of my chinny chin chin", said the little pig. But the wolf blew that house in too, and ate the second little pig.

The wolf then came to the house of bricks." Let me in , let me in" cried the wolf "Or I'll huff and I'll puff till I blow your house in." "Not by the hair of my chinny chin chin" said the pigs. Well, the wolf huffed and puffed but he could not blow down that brick house. But the wolf was a sly old wolf and he climbed up on the roof to look for a way into the brick house.

The little pig saw the wolf climb up on the roof and lit a roaring fire in the fireplace and placed a large kettle of water. When the wolf finally found the hole in the chimney he crawled down and right into that kettle of water. Burnt, the wolf ran out of the house of the third pig.

	Evidence (Undisputed)

· The destroyed houses of the first two pigs.
· That the wolf was burned in the fireplace of the third pig.
· The wolf did enjoy eating pigs










Task:
· With your partner, read the Opening Statement made by Mr. Wolf’s attorney. Take notes on the elements of the opening statement that are strong and those that are weak. 
Opening Statement Elements:
· Case Theme - 1 sentence summary that describes the case
· Hook the jury early
· Set the Scene 
· Be Persuasive 
· Personalize the Client

Opening Statement
Members of the jury, the defense will show that Mr. Wolf has been charged wrongfully on all counts. He is a nice and friendly wolf that visited his neighbors, the Three Little Pigs, only to seek some simple sugar to complete baking the birthday cake he was making for his beloved grandmother. How can that be considered trespassing or breaking and entering? 

Under no circumstance would he ever consider harming them or their property - much less killing them to eat them.

We also will show that Mr. Wolf suffers from prejudice against wolves. The Three Little Pigs were afraid of him because they don’t know him. They wrongfully think that all wolves are big and bad, when someone like Mr. Wolf is kind enough to bake a cake for his granny, every year. He is not guilty of all charges, and we trust the jury will agree.  

	Strong Opening Statement Elements
	Weak / Missing Opening Statement Elements

	
	



Group Member Names:
Fairy Tale Story - Hansel and Gretel

Directions: Read the story and the evidence below. The story may or may not be true as it is from the “good guy’s” point of view. The evidence is definitely true as it is undisputed. You will give an opening statement for your client (from the “bad guy’s” point of view) that explains all of the evidence that is favorable to the “bad guy”. 

Story
Once upon a time a poor woodcutter lived in the forest with his children, Hansel and Gretel. His wife ill-treated the children and was forever nagging the woodcutter. ”We must get rid of the two brats,” she declared. “Take them miles from home, so far they can never find their way back.”

Hansel overheard his parents and comforted Gretel. “Don’t worry! If they do leave us in the forest, we’ll find the way home.” When his father took them into the forest, he filled his pockets with breadcrumbs and left a trail of crumbs behind him. Hungry birds that lived in the forest ate all the crumbs. The woodcutter deserted them, and Hansel and Gretel were lost in the forest.

They eventually came to a cottage. “This is chocolate!” said Hansel as he broke a lump off the wall. “And this is icing!” said Gretel, eating a piece of wall. The children began to eat the cottage. “Well,” said an old woman, peering out of the house, “come in, there’s nothing to fear!”

Unluckily for Hansel and Gretel, however, the woman was a witch. “You’re nothing but skin and bones” said the witch, locking Hansel into a cage. “I’ll fatten you up and eat you!” “You can do housework,” she told Gretel, “then I’ll make a meal of you, too!” The witch had bad eyesight. “Let me feel your finger!” said the witch to Hansel every day to see if he was getting fatter. Gretel had given her brother a chicken bone and when the witch went to touch his finger, Hansel held out the bone. “You’re still much too thin!” the witch complained. “When will you become plump?”

One day the witch got tired of waiting. “Light the oven,” she told Gretel. “We’re going to have a roast boy today!” A little later, she said, “Run and see if the oven is hot.” Gretel returned and said, “I can’t tell if it is hot enough or not.” The witch screamed at the little girl: “All right, I’ll see for myself!” When the witch bent down to look inside the oven and check the heat, Gretel pushed the witch in, slammed the oven door shut, and fled with Hansel. The witch was burned but lived.

	Evidence (Undisputed)

· The old woman was severely burned.
· Hansel and Gretel were in the old woman’s house for many days.
· There is a cage in the old woman’s house.






Task:
· Hansel and Gretel are suing for imprisonment and assault and battery.
· YOU ARE REPRESENTING THE OLD LADY.
· Create an Opening Statement giving your client’s point of view about the case
· The statement should be 2-3 paragraphs long
· Include the undisputed facts
· Shows your client in a positive light, innocent of what they are being accused of











































Group Member Names:
Fairy Tale Story - Little Red Riding Hood

Directions: Read the story and the evidence below. The story may or may not be true as it is from the “good guy’s” point of view. The evidence is definitely true as it is undisputed. You will give an opening statement for your client (from the “bad guy’s” point of view) that explains all of the evidence that is favorable to the “bad guy”. 

Story
Once upon a time, there lived a village girl who was simply known as Little Red Riding Hood, because of her scarlet cloak that she always wore. The child would usually pack a basket of food every week and walk through the woods to deliver the food to her ailing grandmother.

One day, a wolf sees her and is overcome by the urge to eat her. As she is going to deliver the food to her grandmother, the wolf approaches her and asks her where she is going. She tells him, and he suggests that she picks some flowers to brighten her grandmother's day. Little Red Riding Hood does so, and the wolf leaves.

He enters the grandmother's cottage and eats her, stealing her clothes and pretending to be the grandmother. When Little Red Riding Hood arrives at the house, she notices that her grandmother looks much different than how she remembered her. She begins to point out the differences, ending with "My, what big teeth you have!" to which the wolf replies, "The better to eat you with," and swallows her whole.

However, a lumberjack hears Little Red Riding Hood's screams and comes to the rescue. He cuts the wolf open as it slumbers and the girl and her grandmother emerge unharmed.  The wolf runs away into the woods.

	Evidence (Undisputed)

· The Wolf did ask where Little Red Riding Hood was going with her food.
· The Wolf did pretend to be Little Red Riding Hood’s grandmother.
· The Lumberjack did attack the Wolf with an axe.






Task:
· Little Red Riding Hood is suing for damages due to the Big Bad Wolf’s attack.
· YOU ARE REPRESENTING THE WOLF.
· Create an Opening Statement giving your client’s point of view about the case
· The statement should be 2-3 paragraphs long
· Include the undisputed facts
· Shows your client in a positive light, innocent of what they are being accused of










































Group Member Names:
Fairy Tale Story - Cinderella

Directions: Read the story and the evidence below. The story may or may not be true as it is from the “good guy’s” point of view. The evidence is definitely true as it is undisputed. You will give an opening statement for your client (from the “bad guy’s” point of view) that explains all of the evidence that is favorable to the “bad guy”. 

Story
Once upon a time, a rich man lived with his young daughter. He was a devoted father who gave his beloved child everything she wanted yet still felt like she needed a mother. And so the man remarried, taking for his second wife a woman of good family with two daughters of her own. Unfortunately, the man died. But in time the stepmother's true nature was revealed. She was cold, sinister and determined to improve her own family's status. Her daughters, meanwhile, forced their stepsister to become a servant in her own house - working all day and to sleep in a cold barren room at night. Since the young girl curled up near the fireplace and often arose covered in cinders, she became known as "Cinderella."

Cinderella remained gentle and patient. One day, a lavish ball is organized for the King's handsome young son and every eligible maiden is requested to attend so the prince can select a wife. The two stepsisters are delighted and gleefully prepare for the event, all the while taunting Cinderella. 

After they leave, Cinderella goes to her mother's grave and cries over not being able to go to the ball. The birds then tell her to ask for whatever she wants and it would be given to her. Cinderella asks them for fine silver and gold, and in return get a beautiful gown and slippers. Cinderella goes to the ball, and she and the prince, who falls in love with Cinderella immediately, dance the night away. However, Cinderella leaves the prince just before midnight, getting home just before her family who talk endlessly about the maiden who danced with the prince. She accidentally leaves her shoe behind in the process.

The day after, the prince travels to all of the eligible maidens searching for the woman who fits the shoe. When he reaches Cinderella's home, the stepmother takes it to the elder stepsister and encourages her to cut off her toe so that it will fit. She does so, but the prince realizes that she is not the woman he danced with because of the blood dripping from the shoe.

Cinderella comes out and, naturally, the shoe fits. The prince realizes that she is the true bride and takes her to his castle for the wedding. 

	Evidence (Undisputed)

· The shoe was left at the Ball.
· Cinderella worked as a servant in the stepmother’s house.
· The stepsister did cut off her toe to fit into the shoe.





Task:
· Cinderella is suing her Stepmother for emotional and physical abuse while she lived in the house.
· YOU ARE REPRESENTING THE STEPMOTHER.
· Create an Opening Statement giving your client’s point of view about the case
· The statement should be 2-3 paragraphs long
· Include the undisputed facts
· Shows your client in a positive light, innocent of what they are being accused of











































Group Member Names:
Fairy Tale Story – Goldilocks & The Three Bears

Directions: Read the story and the evidence below. The story may or may not be true as it is from the “good guy’s” point of view. The evidence is definitely true as it is undisputed. You will give an opening statement for your client (from the “bad guy’s” point of view) that explains all of the evidence that is favorable to the “bad guy”. 

Story
Once upon a time, there was a little girl named Goldilocks. She lived at the edge of the forest with her family. One morning, while she was picking flowers, Goldilocks wandered into the forest and lost her way. She was very frightened, but then she saw a friendly little cottage in the distance.

The friendly little cottage belonged to three bears. One was a great big Papa Bear, one was a middle-sized Mama Bear, and one was a tiny little Baby Bear. That morning, the three bears decided to take a walk while their porridge – which tastes like oatmeal – was cooling. It was too hot to eat!

Right as they left through the back door, Goldilocks came in through the front door very quietly. The first thing she saw and smelled was the sweet, steamy porridge. “I sure am hungry,” Goldilocks said. “I’ll just have one bite.”

First, she tried a spoonful from Papa Bear’s great big bowl. “OW!” she yelled, “TOO HOT! Next, she tried a spoonful from Mama Bear’s medium-sized bowl. “Brrrrr! TOO COLD!” she complained. Finally, Goldilocks tried a spoonful from Baby Bear’s tiny little bowl. “YUMMY!” she cried. “THIS IS JUST RIGHT!” Goldilocks ate the entire bowlful.

After running around the forest all day, Goldilocks’ feet were sore. “I need to sit down for a little while to rest my sore feet!” she thought. First, she sat in Papa Bear’s great big armchair. “TOO HARD!” she screamed. Goldilocks stomped to the next chair. Next she sat in Mama Bear’s medium-sized chair. It was so soft that she sunk in! “TOO SOFT!” she complained, as she pulled herself out of the cushions.

Finally, she sat in Baby Bear’s tiny little rocking chair. “JUST RIGHT!” She laughed, and rocked until the chair broke. With nowhere to sit, Goldilocks climbed up the stairs to find somewhere to sleep. She was still very tired. First, she tried Papa Bear’s great big bed. “TOO HIGH!” she yelled. Then, she tried Mama Bear’s medium-sized bed. “TOO LOW!” she screamed. Finally, she tried Baby Bear’s tiny little bed. “JUST RIGHT!” she sighed. Then Goldilocks fell asleep and dreamed dreams of flowers and warm cookies.

Just then, the three bears returned home from their walk. They saw spoons in their porridge, and were very surprised. “Who’s been eating my porridge?” asked Papa Bear. “Who’s been eating my porridge?” asked Mama Bear. “Who’s been eating my porridge and eaten it all up?” cried Baby Bear.

Then, the three bears saw that their chairs had been used. “Who’s been sitting in my chair?” Papa Bear howled. “Who’s been sitting in my chair?” wondered Mama Bear.

“Who’s been sitting in my chair and BROKEN it?” squeaked Baby Bear. The three Bears ran upstairs to check their bedrooms. “Who’s been sleeping in my bed?” Papa Bear roared. “Who’s been sleeping in my bed?” growled Mama Bear. She was a little angry and a little worried.

“Who’s been sleeping in my bed and is STILL HERE?” Baby Bear screamed. He said it so loudly that he woke Goldilocks up. She was so frightened that she jumped out of bed, ran out the front door, and raced through the forest until she heard her mother’s voice. 

	Evidence (Undisputed)
· The broken chair.
· The bowl of porridge.
· A broken lock.





Task:
· The Bears are suing Goldie Locks for Trespass and Conversion.  
· YOU ARE REPRESENTING Goldie Locks.
· Create an Opening Statement giving your client’s point of view about the case
· The statement should be 2-3 paragraphs long
· Include the undisputed facts
· Shows your client in a positive light, affirming what they are accusing Goldilocks of









































Group Member Names:
Fairy Tale Story – Rumpelstiltskin

Directions: Read the story and the evidence below. The story may or may not be true as it is from the “good guy’s” point of view. The evidence is definitely true as it is undisputed. You will give an opening statement for your client (from the “bad guy’s” point of view) that explains all of the evidence that is favorable to the “bad guy”. 

Story
Once upon a time there was a miller who was poor, but who had a beautiful daughter. Now it happened that he got into a conversation with the king, and to make an impression on him he said, "I have a daughter who can spin straw into gold."
The king said to the miller, "That is an art that I really like. If your daughter is as skillful as you say, then bring her to my castle tomorrow, and I will put her to the test."When the girl was brought to him he led her into a room that was entirely filled with straw. Giving her a spinning wheel and a reel, he said, "Get to work now. Spin all night, and if by morning you have not spun this straw into gold, then you will have to die." Then he himself locked the room, and she was there all alone.
The poor miller's daughter sat there, and for her life she did not know what to do. She had no idea how to spin straw into gold. She became more and more afraid, and finally began to cry.
Then suddenly the door opened. A little man stepped inside and said, "Good evening, Mistress Miller, why are you crying so?" "Oh," answered the girl, "I am supposed to spin straw into gold, and I do not know how to do it."
The little man said, "What will you give me if I spin it for you?" "My necklace," said the girl. The little man took the necklace, sat down before the spinning wheel, and whir, whir, whir, three times pulled, and the spool was full. Then he put another one on, and whir, whir, whir, three times pulled, and the second one was full as well. So it went until morning, and then all the straw was spun, and all the spools were filled with gold.
At sunrise the king came, and when he saw the gold he was surprised and happy, but his heart became even more greedy for gold. He had the miller's daughter taken to another room filled with straw. It was even larger, and he ordered her to spin it in one night, if she valued her life.
The girl did not know what to do, and she cried. Once again the door opened, and the little man appeared. He said, "What will you give me if I spin the straw into gold for you?" "The ring from my finger," answered the girl.
The little man took the ring, and began once again to whir with the spinning wheel. By morning he had spun all the straw into glistening gold. The king was happy beyond measure when he saw it, but he still did not have his fill of gold. He had the miller's daughter taken to a still larger room filled with straw, and said, "Tonight you must spin this too. If you succeed you shall become my wife." He thought, "Even if she is only a miller's daughter, I will not find a richer wife in all the world."
When the girl was alone the little man returned for a third time. He said, "What will you give me if I spin the straw this time? “I have nothing more that I could give you," answered the girl. "Then promise me, after you are queen, your first child. “Who knows what will happen," thought the miller's daughter, and not knowing what else to do, she promised the little man what he demanded. In return the little man once again spun the straw into gold. When in the morning the king came and found everything just as he desired, he married her, and the beautiful miller's daughter became queen.
A year later she brought a beautiful child to the world. She thought no more about the little man, but suddenly he appeared in her room and said, "Now give me that which you promised." The queen took fright and offered the little man all the wealth of the kingdom if he would let her keep the child, but the little man said, "No. Something living is dearer to me than all the treasures of the world."
Then the queen began lamenting and crying so much that the little man took pity on her and said, "I will give you three days' time. If by then you know my name, then you shall keep your child. “The queen spent the entire night thinking of all the names she had ever heard. Then she went into the country to inquire far and wide what other names there were. When the little man returned the next day she began with Kaspar, Melchior, Balzer, and said in order all the names she knew. After each one the little man said, "That is not my name."
The second day she sent inquiries into the neighborhood as to what names people had. She recited the most unusual and most curious names to the little man: "Is your name perhaps Beastrib? Or Muttoncalf? Or Legstring?"
But he always answered, "That is not my name. “On the third day the sent a  messenger, who  returned and said, "I have not been able to find a single new name, but when I was approaching a high mountain in the corner of the woods, where the fox and the hare say good-night, I saw a little house. A fire was burning in front of the house, and an altogether comical little man was jumping around the fire, hopping on one leg and calling out:
Today I'll bake; tomorrow I'll brew, Then I'll fetch the queen's new child, It is good that no one knows,  Rumpelstiltskin is my name.
You can imagine how happy the queen was when she heard that name. Soon afterward the little man came in and asked, "Now, Madame Queen, what is my name?" She first asked, "Is your name Kunz? “No." "Is your name Heinz?" "No." "Is your name perhaps Rumpelstiltskin?" "The devil told you that! The devil told you that!" shouted the little man, and with anger he stomped his right foot so hard into the ground that he fell in up to his waist. Then with both hands he took hold of his left foot and ripped himself up the middle in two.
	Evidence (Undisputed)
· A piece of paper signed by the Miller’s daughter.
· Videos of the miller’s daughter watching Rumpelstiltskin.
· The golden straw.



Task:
· Rumpelstiltskin is suing her for Breach of Contract and Fraud.
· YOU ARE REPRESENTING RUMPELSTILTSKIN.
· Create an Opening Statement giving your client’s point of view about the case
· The statement should be 2-3 paragraphs long
· Include the undisputed facts
· Shows your client in a positive light, affirming what Rumpelstiltskin is alleging 
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