

[image: ]
Lobbying Activity (Advocacy Practice)

Lesson Topic: Advocacy and Persuasive Argumentation 
Time of the Lesson: 45-60 minutes

1. Essential Question:
· How does perspective taking and persuasive skills help an attorney perform their job?

2. Learning Objectives:
· Students will be able to… (SWBAT)
· Identify the components of a persuasive argument
· Practice persuasive skills in a role play scenario
· Articulate their own viewpoint and other viewpoints as it relates to gun control legislation

3. Materials List:
· Projector and computer
· PPT Deck (perspective cards)
· Role Handouts (20 roles)
· Lobbying Worksheet
· Gun Law Statute Worksheet
· Nametags
· Markers

4. Procedure:
	Section
	Activity

	4a. Discover
	· Show the class a series of images and associated questions. Have them answer those questions (volunteers share out)
· Perspective Cards: “Is she smiling?” “Is this enough water?” “Would you ride this?” “Is this pool deep?”
· Explain that students just shared their perspective on a number of topics, which are relatively noncontroversial, and today’s lesson, in part, will focus on students adopting a perspective on a controversial issue and practicing their persuasive skills to advocate for a particular position. 
· Explain to students before they move onto the role play portion of the activity, they will first examine the controversial issue. 

	4b. Expose
	· Present to students the Gun Law Statute, and handout the ‘Gun Law Statute Worksheet’. Have students, in pairs, read through the proposed law.
· Instruct students to complete the Worksheet questions associated with the proposed law.
· Debrief after students had an opportunity to read/answer the questions:
· What rule does this create?
· How does the statute go about enforcing the rule?
· Who is affected?
· What questions do you have about the proposed law?

	4c. Apply
	· Instruct the students that they will now be given a role to play. (Handout the Role Handout). Instruct the students to put their role on their name tag and complete the Role Handout’s questions.
· Notify students that they should read the role, ‘channel’ their person, and ask any questions about their role. 
· Against Law: Minutemen; Gun Owners of America; Union Member; Mall Shopper; Bass Pro Shop; LA Senator; Ohio Rep; OR Senator
· For Law: Bite the Bullet; School Shooting Parent; Urban Mayor; Police Officer; Doctor; MA Senator; CA Rep; OR Rep
· Undecided: FL Rep; AK Rep; SC Senator; ME Senator
· Once students have had adequate time to prepare their role, inform them that they will now participate in a Reception, in which they will mingle, meet people, learn about their views and try to persuade them to their viewpoint.
· As students mingle, they should complete the Graphic Organizer, after each new person they interact with.

	4d. Reflect
	· Once enough time has passed, have students return to their seats and inform them that the Legislators will now vote on the proposed law, Yea or Nay.
· Call a Yea/Nay vote
· Debrief:
· Did anyone’s vote surprise you?
· What techniques did you use to persuade?
· What techniques did you find most impactful? Why?
· Meta Debrief:
· Why might we want to do this activity in assigned roles versus as ourselves?



5. Assessment(s):
· Graphic Organizer
· Role Handout
· Debrief
· Gun Law Statute

6. Modifications/Variations:
· In smaller classes, you can shrink the amount of roles involved
· For students who are very shy, they can partner up with another student and work as a team on a role (either as a legislator and their assist, or two of the same time of roles)
· For larger classes, you can double or triple up on the roles involved

7. Lesson Reflections (OPTIONAL):
	What worked well in the lesson? Why?
	

	What would I modify for future implementation? 
	































Proposed Law - Worksheet

Directions: With a partner, review the Proposed Law and complete the questions below. 

Proposed Law
When applying for a license to carry or possess a pistol, revolver, shotgun, or rifle, the applicant must include their name, date of birth, residence, present occupation of each person or individual signing the application, and whether or not he or she is a citizen of the United States.
Each person signing the application must provide consent to have his or her social media accounts and search engine history reviewed and investigated to determine the good character of each person or individual signing the application. 
An officer will obtain the applicant’s consent and any log-in name, password, or other means for accessing a personal account, service, or electronic communications device.  They will review the social media accounts and search engine history of an applicant for the previous three years and investigate posts or searches related to:
(I) commonly known profane slurs or biased language used to describe the race, color, national origin, ancestry, gender, religion, religious practice, age, disability, or sexual orientation of a person; 

(II) threatening the health or safety of another person; 

(III) an act of terrorism; or 

(IV) any other issue deemed necessary by the investigating officer.  

For the purposes of this subdivision, “social media accounts” shall only include Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter, and Instagram, and other platforms and “search engine” shall only include Google, Yahoo, and Bing. 

Questions
1. What rule does this create?




2. How does it do that?






3. Who does it affect?




4. What details standout as most important?




5. Do you, personally, agree with what this proposed law is trying to accomplish?




6. Do you, personally, agree with HOW this proposed law is trying to accomplish its goal?























Graphic Organizer: Lobbying - Worksheet

Directions: Complete the Graphic Organizer Section that coincides with the role you are playing.  

Role: Non-Legislator/Lawmaker (Pro/Against Advocate)
	Legislator
	Perspective (circle one)
	Did you speak with this representative?
	Did you persuade this representative?

	Louisiana Senator
Democrat
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	Massachusetts Senator
Republican
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	South Carolina Senator
Republican
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	Maine Senator
Republican
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	Ohio Representative
Republican
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	California Representative
Democrat
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	Florida Representative
Republican
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	Arkansas Representative
Democrat
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	Oregon
Representative
Democrat
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	

	Oregon
Senator
Democrat
	Undecided

Pro-legislation

Anti-legislation
	
	






Role: Legislator/Lawmaker
	CONSTITUENT NAME
	DID YOU MEET?
	WERE YOU PERSUADED?
	WHY OR WHY NOT?

	Minutemen

	
	
	

	Mall Shopper

	
	
	

	Bite the Bullet

	
	
	

	Gun Owners of America

	
	
	

	International Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers, Local 743

	
	
	

	Parent

	
	
	

	Police Officer

	
	
	

	National Assoc. of Urban Mayors/Mayor’s Office

	
	
	

	Executive, Bass Pro Shops
	
	
	

	Trauma Surgeon
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Colonel, Minutemen. – Against New Legislation

Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You are a member of the Minutemen, a militia group. You could not be any angrier about this legislation. How dare the government intrude upon your personal rights? You point to the storied history of the United States and the role played by both the militia and guns. How would we have our democracy without an armed citizenry? While it may be a modern era, the threat to liberty endures and it is necessary that citizens be able to defend their basic rights. Not only does this bill infringe on your Second Amendment rights, but it also tramples all over the First Amendment right to free speech! You serve your nation by protecting it from domestic terrors, one of which could easily be the government itself.  You use social media every day to warn Americans about threats to their freedom and this law could limit that.

You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending. These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.
 
1.




2.




3.



Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  
Research Analyst for “Bite the Bullet” – Supports New Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You are a research analyst for the group “Bite the Bullet.”  Your organization has raised a lot of money to contribute to representatives’ campaigns if they support gun control. Your group is for gun control and you are very excited about this legislation. You pulled together some troubling statistics about gun deaths that occurred in 2017:
· 14,615 people were killed by guns; 35% of those deaths were homicides, 62% suicide, and 3% were accidental. Another 28,157 people were treated for non-fatal wounds that year. 
· On average, 40 people were killed by guns each day, which correlates to one death every 36 minutes. 
· 2017 was the deadliest year on record for mass shootings. There were four times as many people shot in mass shootings in 2017 than the average of the eight years prior.
· In half of all mass shootings, the shooter exhibited warning signs, including on social media, indicating that they posed a danger to themselves or others before the shooting.
You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending.  These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 
Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.



2.



3.


Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  

Gun Owners of America – Against New Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You are the leader of Gun Owners of America, a gun advocacy group. Your organization has raised a lot of money to support candidates’ campaigns that are “gun friendly.” You are incensed about this legislation and believe that it is an emotional response to tragic, but unusual events. You sympathize with the parents who have lost children in shootings, but you want to give the legislature a piece of your mind. There are 393 million privately owned guns in the United States (more than there are people), which is an all-time high and nearly 10 million more are purchased each year. Violent crime and murder rates have dropped significantly since the all-time high in 1991, while the number of firearms has increased. 
Most gun owners are safety conscious, evidenced by the fact that firearm accident death rate is the lowest it has ever been. This is significantly lower than other points in history, even though the population has doubled and the number of firearms has quintupled! The odds of a child dying in a firearm accident are more than one million to one! In fact, both adults and children are more likely to be killed in a car accident, bicycle accident, drowning, or a fall. You believe it is wrong to punish law-abiding gun owners.
You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending. These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.



2.



3.


Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  
Shop Steward, International Association of Machinists, Local 743 (a union) – Against New Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You are a shop steward of the International Association of Machinists, Local 743 Union. Local 743 represents over 20,000 machinists in the Hartford, Connecticut and Springfield, Massachusetts areas. 5000 of these machinists are employed by Smith & Wesson, Strum Ruger, Marlin Firearms and Colt Firearms, which are four of the largest manufacturers in the United States. In addition to these machinists, there are thousands of other workers who are employed by these companies but not represented by the union. You are entirely against this legislation. Thousands of your machinists could lose their jobs because of the mandated changes. Making guns harder to access is not the solution.  This law would screen many people who would never harm anyone.  This would devastate the lives of many and you believe that it might cause irreparable economic harm to the southern New England area. You want to protect the jobs of these hardworking Americans.

You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending.   These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.



2.



3.



Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  


Marjory Stoneman Douglas Parent – Supports New Legislation

Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You are the parent of a Marjory Stoneman Douglas student. You own a large company and have an opening in the company that pays three times the salary of the representatives. Your child was in the MSD shooting that took the lives of a number of students and teachers. You are in favor of the new legislation and point to your child and her friends as the basis for approving it. You do not want to see any more children harmed because someone who was obviously mentally ill was able to access a high-powered weapon. You do not think that adding School Resource Officers or arming teachers is the solution either.  The SRO at MSD did nothing to help save kids.  Even the Sheriff’s Department failed to keep MSD students safe.  If instead the shooter’s social media history had been known, he never would have been able to get the weapon in the first place.  This law will stop mentally ill people from obtaining weapons and possibly save the lives of many students.
You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending. These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.



2.



3.



Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  


Mayor’s Office - Metro City, Member of National Assoc. of Urban Mayors – Supports New Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You work for the Mayor of Metro City, where firearms have caused 90% of homicides. Your boss is also the President of the National Association of Urban Mayors.  

Your organization has been asking for stricter gun laws for years as the murder rate has steadily risen in your cities, mostly due to gang-related violence.  You read a recent study that found that a lot of taunting between gangs happens on social media and sparks violence.  You think that monitoring social media is a plus, although you’re not sure your constituents are actually applying for gun licenses.  A number of murders and crimes have been committed with the assistance of illegally purchased firearms that cannot be traced to the perpetrator. You support this legislation because you think it is a step toward monitoring social media in other ways and hope it will lead to a broader law that will reduce gang violence.

You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending.  These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.



2.



3.



Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  
Police Officer – Supports New Legislation

Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You are a police officer. You strongly support this legislation because you believe guns are not good defensive weapons. Gun owners often hurt others accidentally and are not necessarily safer simply because they own a gun. Furthermore, 291 officers were gunned down across the nation in the line of duty last year. 

 A local District Attorney was shot in his home by an intruder just last year. Although he owned a gun, he was unable to access it in time to protect himself. You believe that the first step to solving the gun-crisis is to decrease the number of firearms on the street, whether illegal or legal and to ensure that the law is vigorously enforced. Furthermore, you believe the new legislation doesn’t infringe upon anyone’s right to defend themselves.  You have heard the arguments that this would allow police to violate the First and Fourth Amendment rights of applicants for guns.  However you believe that unless you have something to hide, this law shouldn’t bother you.

You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending.  These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.


2.


3.



Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  

Mall Shopper– Against New Legislation

Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You are a Portland resident. You were Christmas shopping at the Clackamas Mall when a gunman opened fire. Fortunately, you and your friends had concealed firearm permits and were carrying your guns that day. You quickly pulled out your weapon and confronted the gunman. You did not fire a shot but your bravery ended the shooting. Your quick draw saved the lives of countless individuals who could have  been killed. After the incident, you started a social media campaign advocating for more private citizens obtaining concealed carry permits.  You are afraid that this legislation will prevent Americans (and you!) from rightfully defending themselves. Many people don’t like your advocacy and you think this law would suppress it.  Also, you are the leader of a small political party in Representative One’s district and anticipate running for office to defeat them in the next elections.  

You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending.  These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.



2.



3.




Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  

Executive, Bass Pro Shops– Against New Legislation

Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________

You are an executive for Bass Pro Shops. BPS has more than 100 mega stores in the United States.  BPS also employs more than 100,000 people nationwide.  Income from the sale of firearms is 1/3 of BPS’s annual revenue of $4.2 billion.  You think that this legislation will deter law-abiding gun owners from purchasing firearms because they won’t want to turn over access to their social media accounts.  Your company stands to lose millions, if not billions, of dollars if this legislation passes.  This loss of revenue will cost thousands of jobs.  You think that the government should stay out of the affairs of privately-held businesses and that this legislation overreaches.

You and some other executives also run a side business selling web domains.  You know that some of your customers have websites that they would not want the government checking out.  Your web customers would not support this law. 

You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending.  These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.



2.



3.



Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  
Trauma Surgeon - Metro City Central Hospital - Supports Legislation
You are a surgeon in the Trauma Department at an incredibly large public hospital.  Over the years you have seen thousands of injuries caused by firearms, many of which were fatal.  As more and more shootings are committed with assault weapons, like the AR-15, the carnage has only grown.  When a bullet from an assault weapon enters the body it displaces tissue as it travels, killing or permanently damaging the tissue.  The injuries are incredibly difficult, if not impossible, to repair.  You are of the opinion that ANY effort to reduce gun injuries and deaths is a positive one.  If monitoring social media will help stop mass shootings, then you are ALL for it.  You know that this law is not a perfect solution, but it is a step in the right direction.  
You found out that there is a reception in Washington, DC and that there will be several legislators attending.  These legislators will be voting on the proposed gun legislation. You want to persuade the legislators to vote in accordance with your views. Remember, that some of the legislators may have views that differ from yours. 

Based on this sheet write down THREE arguments in your own words that support your position.

1.




2.




3.




Step 1 - Meet with Legislators. You will have very little time to speak with each legislator to explain your position and why you think it matters.  Pay attention to what your opponents might say! 

Step 2 - Using the back of this sheet, check off the names of the Legislators you met with, what you think their position is, and whether or not you think you persuaded them.

Step 3 – After you have spoken with all of the legislators, they will begin deliberating whether or not to approve the legislation. During this time, please fill out the attached form. You will be asked to list two of the best arguments for and against your position.  




Democrat – Louisiana Senator – Leans Against the Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Senator from Louisiana. 80% of your constituents are gun owners and oppose this legislation.  You have been a Senator in Louisiana for more than 20 years and have always listened to your constituents when it comes to gun control.  There is a very young state representative who plans to run against you next term who supports tougher gun laws.  This position has undermined his campaign efforts greatly. Also, your best friend in the Senate is the Senator from Maine. 
1. In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?






2. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?






3. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 




Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position. 
Republican– Massachusetts Senator – Leans to Support Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Senator from Massachusetts. 84% of your constituents support stricter gun laws.  You disagree with your party on gun control and support laws that would keep people with malicious intent from easily obtaining guns.  Your state has been devastated by gun violence and there was a recent mass shooting at a mall in your state.  The shooter in that incident had posted hateful statements about immigrants on Discord and Reddit.  You are so strongly in favor of this bill that you are trying to do everything you can to get other Senators (your colleagues) to also support the legislation. You also know that the Senator from South Carolina has authored an energy bill that is his top priority and he needs your vote on that legislation in order to pass that bill for his constituents. 
1. In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?





2. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?





3. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 




Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position. 
Republican– Ohio Representative – Leans Against the Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Representative from Ohio.  You are from a rural district.  Most of your constituents are gun owners.  You are a card-carrying member of the NRA.  You think that laws that control gun purchase and possession infringe on the Second Amendment rights of your constituents.  You also think that this bill infringes their First Amendment rights to post what they please on social media.  Voting to pass legislation would be political suicide for you. 
1. In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?


2. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?


3. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 






Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position. 
California Representative – Leans to Support Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Representative from California.  You support strict gun controls.  You represent an urban district.  Gun violence is rampant and the conviction rate for gun law violations are high in your district.  The majority of the gun violence in your district is gang or drug-related.  You agree with your constituents that restricting access to guns is the first step to eradicating gun violence.
1. In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?


2. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?


3. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 






Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position.
Republican– Florida Representative – Undecided on Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Representative from Florida.  Your district encompasses Miami, Florida.  Your district is urban.  The school shooting in Parkland, FL has increased support for gun control in your state.  Because the shooter in Parkland had concerning social media posts prior to the incident, this bill seems like a step toward stopping mass shootings.  Recent polling shows that 65% of your constituents support this new legislation and 35% are against it.  You agree that mass shootings are a growing problem, but also have concerns about the First and Fourth Amendment implications of the bill.
1. In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?


2. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?


3. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 





Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position. 
Democrat– Arkansas Representative – Undecided on Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Representative from Arkansas.  You believe your role as a representative is to teach your constituents about the issues and persuade them to join you in what you think is right.  Recent polling in your district shows that 70% of them are opposed to this legislation.  You, however, agree with the 30% that easier access to guns by people who have made problematic social media posts has led to a greater incidence of gun violence.  You think that you can persuade your constituency to join you in this belief.  If you fail to convince them, you will most certainly lose your upcoming election.
1. In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?


2. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?


3. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 





Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position.
Republican– South Carolina Senator – Undecided on Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Senator from South Carolina.  You are African-American.  The church shooting in Charleston, SC had a profound effect on your thoughts about gun violence and gun control.  The people in your state overwhelmingly oppose gun control legislation, but you are feeling more and more like you should support gun control.  While you are not completely sold on the merits of this particular legislation, you do think that there should be legislation concerning background checks and mental health screening for gun purchasers.  The African American community in your state has overwhelmingly opposed this bill because they think it gives more power to police who already abuse the power they have.  This constituency thinks that this bill is the beginning of the complete loss of privacy for citizens.  
You know that you have the potential to have a great impact as a Senator, but that you may not be re-elected if you vote for this legislation.  You also know that the Senator from Massachusetts is on the fence in support of one of your bills - a separate and unrelated piece of legislation that allows for new energy development.  This Senator is looking for more votes in favor of the gun control legislation.  Joining the Senator from Massachusetts on this bill might gain you an ally for your energy legislation, which is a bigger priority for you. Also, passing the energy legislation would be seen as a huge “win” back home in South Carolina, and your constituents may “forgive” your gun control vote if you are able to deliver key votes from other Senators and pass your energy bill. 
1. In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?

2. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?

3. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 

Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position. 

Democrat – Maine Senator – Undecided on Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Senator from Maine.  You have been a Senator for 3 terms in Maine.  You are not running for re-election and have announced that you are retiring at the end of this Congress. Over 65% of your constituents support gun control legislation, but you have always thought that the arguments your constituents use to support more gun control are more emotional than fact-based. You also know that most of the calls and letters you get from constituents on this issue are generated by special interest groups and may not reflect the true and deeply-held opinions of your constituents. While you believe that more should be done to get guns off the street and out of the hands of the mentally ill and convicted criminals, you feel like this legislation may simply go too far and could have negative unintended consequences. However, this is the only bill being considered on this issue before you retire and you want to show a record of supporting stronger gun control measures than the ones that currently exist. Because you are retiring soon and not running for re-election, you are more “free” to “vote your conscience,” without having to worry about losing the support of your constituents. Also, your best friend in the Senate is the Senator from Louisiana. 
1. In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?

2. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?

3. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 



Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position. 

Democrat – Oregon Representative – Leans to Support the Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Representative from Oregon.  55% of your constituents support gun control legislation.  You think any bill that will get guns off the street is a good one.  You also think that the other 45% of your constituents would agree if they knew the facts about gun violence.  You have also been interested in ways to monitor social media and internet browsing for a long time and this bill does just that.  You think this bill will help stop all kinds of crime, not just gun crime.
In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?


4. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?


5. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 




Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position. 


Republican – Oregon Senator – Leans Against the Legislation
Name:_________________________
Date:__________________________
Congratulations! You are a Senator from Oregon.  75% of your constituents are against this legislation.  The ones you have talked to are concerned about their privacy and think there are better ways to reduce gun violence.  You are an advocate for more mental health services being available for a reduced cost or for free.  You think this will do more for reducing gun violence than monitoring the internet.  You also have concerns about whether this bill violates the First Amendment right to free speech or the Fourth Amendment right against unreasonable searches.
In your own words what is your (your character’s) stance on the legislation and how do you plan to vote?  Why?


6. What are your biggest motivators for planning on voting this way? If you are undecided,  what are your biggest concerns about voting FOR and AGAINST the bill?


7. Is there anything that might make you change your mind and why? 




Step 1 - Now that you have read the bill, be prepared to meet with each constituent/interest group.  Look at your constituent sheet on the next page to see who you will be meeting with. You will need to listen to their arguments and ask questions. 

Step 2 – On the worksheet on the back of this sheet, check off the names of those interest groups that you met with. Also, write down your thoughts about each group’s arguments and indicate whether you were persuaded by them. You will need to refer to these notes when you vote on the legislation at the end of this activity. 

Step 3 – After you have spoken to all of the constituent groups, discuss your position with the other representatives. They might persuade you or you might persuade them. 

Step 4 - Vote on the legislation, and be prepared to defend your position. 

Lobbying Debrief 

Directions: Write down the top two arguments both for and against the law.  

Best Arguments FOR the Law
1. 







2. 







Best Arguments AGAINST the Law
1. 







2. 
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