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Extraterrestrials Lesson Plan

Lesson Topic: Constitutional Rights & the Law
Time of the Lesson: 90 minutes

1. Essential Question:
· What rights are fundamental to individual and collective liberty?

2. Learning Objectives:
· Students will be able to… (SWBAT)
· Compare and contrast particular rights
· Practice consensus building
· Explain reasoning behind ranking of particular rights
· Interpret the text of the Preamble of the Constitution
· Apply the principles of the Preamble of the Constitution to the reasoning behind ranking particular rights

3. Materials List:
· Fake Oregonian news story RE: Extraterrestrial Story
· Sets of 16 rights cut into strips and sorted into envelopes for each groups
· Slide or Handout of the Preamble of the Constitution 
· Whiteboard & markers
· Laptop & Projector

4. Procedure:
	Section
	Activity

	4a. Discover
	· Begin class with a “fake” lesson topic and announce to the class that there is breaking news that needs to be addressed.
· NOTE: This lesson calls for role play and curating a scenario for the whole class. You can facilitate this lesson without the roleplay, if you so desire
· Handout the ‘Fake Oregonian news story RE: Extraterrestrial Story’ and have the students read the article.
· Have a student summarize the article
· Divide the class into small groups (3-4 students per group) and explain to students that the government has asked this group of students, knowing that they are studying law, to handle an important task. Hand out envelopes to each group.


	4b. Expose
	· Explain to the students that the extraterrestrials are seemingly nice, but they have reviewed our Constitution, and our laws and Americans have too many rights. So, the students are tasked with narrowing down the rights, by eliminating 3 of the rights. Instruct each group to open their envelope and take 3 minutes to review the rights and determine which 3 rights will be eliminated. 
· After the 3 minutes, thank students for their work. Then inform them that you have received another message, stating that the aliens require another 3 rights to be given up. Instruct students to take another 3 minutes to review the remaining rights and determine which 3 rights will be eliminated. 
· After the next 3 minutes, inform the students that the aliens had yet another change of heart and now require all, but 3 rights be surrendered. Instruct the groups to choose only 3 rights to keep moving forward. 
· After students complete their decision, ask a member from each group to write their group’s 3 rights on the board. 
· Debrief with the groups, as to their thought process and reasoning behind their decisions. 
· After the debrief, instruct the students that you received yet another communication, and it is up to the whole class to come to consensus on 3 rights to put forward to the aliens. Instruct the class that they will need to determine a final 3 rights as a full class.
· NOTE: Try to allow the whole class to discuss and come to consensus without intervening, if possible
· TIP: As the class discusses, take notes on the following:
· How did the class decide
· Who//who did not speak
· Were their questions, or just statements
· What assumptions were being made
· Ask class what are the 3 rights the decided upon, memorialize their choice

	4c. Apply
	· Debrief the small group exercise. Discuss as a class the following questions:
· What was difficult about the small group exercise? What was easy?
· How did you make the decisions? (vote, discussion, debate, etc.)
· How did you handle disagreements?
· Did anyone give in to their group? Why?
· Did anyone change their mind about something? Why?
· Debrief the large group exercise. Discuss as a class the following questions:
· What was different about the large group vs small group?
· How did you make your decision? 
· Was everyone heard? (Did anyone not feel heard?)
· Was there a leader? (was it official)
· Mention any of the notes that were made during your observation that were not discussed in the debrief
· Ask students if they had any guiding principles as an individual or as a group
· Example principles: Life is Sacred, Having a Voice is Most Important

	4d. Reflect
	Preamble Activity
· Ask students what governing document(s) contains the type of rights that they discussed in class
· Answers: U.S. Constitution, Declaration of Independence
· Ask students if the Framers of the Constitution had guiding principles when writing the Constitution. If so, what do you think they were? 
· TIP: Give a hint by explaining they wrote them down in the Preamble of the Constitution
· Post the Preamble on the screen (or handout the Preamble to each student). Have a student volunteer read the Preamble aloud.
· Ask students to identify the guiding principles contained in the Preamble
· Principles:
· Form a more perfect union
· Establish justice
· Insure domestic tranquility
· Provide for a common defense
· Promote the general welfare
· Secure the blessings of liberty
· Discuss as a class what these phrases mean
· Ask students to apply the three rights they decided upon to the guiding principles of the Preamble. Ask the students how the rights apply.



5. Assessment(s):
· 
	Learning Goal
	Assessment Tool

	· Compare and contrast particular rights
· Explain reasoning behind ranking of particular rights
	Group work

	· Practice consensus building
	Unguided full class discussion

	· Interpret the text of the Preamble of the Constitution
· Apply the principles of the Preamble of the Constitution to the reasoning behind ranking particular rights
	Full class discussion 



6. Modifications/Variations:
	In this section, write out all the modifications to the lesson or possible accommodations you should make to the lesson based upon your student population. Modifications and accommodations can be a variety of things, including: changing the Lexile levels of the readings, alternative assessments for students with trouble reading/writing/speaking, offering small group work to students struggling with large group discussions, translated materials for English Language Learners, etc.


· Review vocabulary before engaging in the Extraterrestrials Rights activity
· Work with selected small group of students during each round of rights deliberation to assist them in the decision making process
· Before students begin to remove rights, introduce each of the rights and have students draw representations of what they believe the rights mean

7. Lesson Reflections (OPTIONAL):
	What worked well in the lesson? Why?
	

	What would I modify for future implementation? 
	










































Extraterrestrials - Print Out
For Instructor - Print out set for the number of groups you will need for your students. Cut each right into its separate sheet and place it into the group’s envelope.
 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Freedom of Speech
 
Freedom of the Press
 
 Freedom of Religion
 
 Right to Privacy
 
 Freedom from Unreasonable Searches and Seizures
 
 Equal Protection under the Law
 
 Right to a Lawyer
 
 Right to Assemble Peaceably
 
 Right to Bear Arms
 
 Right to Vote
 
 Right to Work
 
 Right to Marriage and Family
 
 Right to Education
 
 Right to Travel
 
 Right to Life, Liberty and Due Process of Law

Right to Bodily Integrity
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