
Should it Be a Crime

Lesson Topic: Introduction to Law & Criminal Law
Time of the Lesson: 90 minutes

1. Essential Question:
· What is a crime and how should society determine what behavior should be criminal? 

2. Learning Objectives:
· Students will be able to… (SWBAT)
· Define ‘crime’
· Explain their position regarding actions and whether or not they should be considered criminal
· Rank the seriousness of crimes
· Apply the definition of ‘crime/criminal’ to various scenarios 

3. Materials List:
· Copies of “Should it be a Crime?” (SIBAC) worksheet [1 per participant]
· Introduction video Clip (a short, 2-5 minute, video that proposed a crime for students to discuss/determine if it should be a crime or not) 
· Laptop (for Reporting Grid)
· Projector & Screen
· Whiteboard and multiple colors of dry erase markers

4. Procedure:
	Section
	Activity

	4a. Discover
	· Play video clip
· Ask students to summarize what is being proposed in the video clip
· Display a summarized version of the activity that is (or being proposed) to be criminalized – Then poll class as to whether the activity should or should not be a crime
· Solicit students’ reasons for their vote:
· What are the outcomes of the criminal law?
· Who is affected?
· What is the harm? (being addressed, that may be incurred because of the law)
· Poll class another time
· Solicit any responses from students who changed their mind, as to why they changed their vote

	4b. Expose
	· Explain to students they’ll be looking into deciding whether other activities should be crimes or not, similar to the opening activity.
· Divide students into small groups
· Handout the “Should it be a Crime?” (SIBAC) worksheet
· Ask a student to read the directions to the activity, while the rest of the group reads along
· OPTIONAL: Ask a student to explain the instructions that were just reviewed
· EMPHASIZE: The activity is asking students to determine what SHOULD be a crime, not what is or is not a crime in our current society. 

	4c. Apply
	· Instruct students to complete the worksheet in their groups
· As students work in groups, pull up the “Reporting Grid” on a projected screen OR draw a grid on the white board.
· If drawing the grid, try to use different colored markers for Yes (Y) and No (N)
· Circulate to each group to answer questions and clarify any misconceptions or misunderstandings about the scenarios 
· EMPHASIZE: In addition to answering the question of Yes or No, students should be thinking about how they came to their answers 
· Debrief: Have each group share their answers to the worksheet. Record each group’s answers either on the digital “Reporting Grid” or white board grid.
· Add an “**” for any group that had dissenting members for particular scenarios 

	4d. Reflect
	· Ask students if they notice any patterns or anomalies in the grid. (For example, were there certain scenarios that everyone said ‘Yes’ or all ‘No’.
· TIP: If there are anomalies, in which one or two groups gave an answer that the majority of the class did not, ask those groups for their thought process on coming to their decision.
· Instruct students to return to their groups and rank their top 5 crimes, with 1 being the worst crime and 5 being the least bad crime
· Debrief: Have each group share their rankings and record their rankings. Then discuss the similarities and differences amongst the rankings
· Ask students to share out what were the major factors they used to consider what should or should not be a crime.
· Record Answers on board
· Possible Factors:
· Injury; Weapon; Intent (bad motive vs mistake); Foreseeable vs Unforeseeable; Consent; Community; Value; Agency
· Instruct students, using the discussions from class, to finish the following sentence stem, “A crime is…”
· Debrief: Have students share their definitions. Compare the definitions against the scenarios from the worksheet, ask if they’d still be considered crimes.
· Metacognition: Ask students to share what was difficult or easy about the exercise. Have them explain their observations.  



5. Assessment(s):
· Define ‘crime’--- Students’ responses to the sentence stem (worksheet) 
· Explain their position regarding actions and whether or not they should be considered criminal — Introduction activity & Worksheet
· Rank the seriousness of crimes — Worksheet Activity
· Apply the definition of ‘crime/criminal’ to various scenarios — Worksheet Activity 

6. Modifications/Variations:
	In this section, write out all the modifications to the lesson or possible accommodations you should make to the lesson based upon your student population. Modifications and accommodations can be a variety of things, including: changing the lexile levels of the readings, alternative assessments for students with trouble reading/writing/speaking, offering small group work to students struggling with large group discussions, translated materials for English Language Learners, etc.


· Have students do further reflection on the activity with the following questions:
· What should or shouldn’t lawmakers consider when writing a criminal law?
· How do lawmakers decide what to consider?
· Can a criminal law negatively impact people who don’t commit the crime? How? Do we care? What if it only impacts a few people?
· Edit the types of scenarios, if you know of any students have been personally affected by the scenarios described on the worksheet
· Have students create a Word Web of the “What is a crime…” sentence stem, instead of writing multiple sentences. 

7. Lesson Reflections (OPTIONAL):
	What worked well in the lesson? Why?
	

	What would I modify for future implementation? 
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Should It Be A Crime - Worksheet

Activity 1 - Task: You are part of the government of a new settlement on Mars. This settlement has no law yet on the books. Your committee has been tasked with creating the criminal law for the settlement.

Directions: Read each scenario and decide whether each action described SHOULD be a crime. Discuss why you answered Yes (Y) or No (N). 

	A. Robert sells oxycontin and uses the proceeds to support his mother, who is on welfare assistance. 
Crime? Y or No

B. Katerine rides in a car she knows is stolen, but she did not participate in the theft of the car.
Crime? Y or No

C. Lucy picks a person’s pocket and takes a wallet containing $50.
Crime? Y or No

D. Donald turns back the odometer on the used cars he sells.
Crime? Y or No
E. Susan is caught with a pound of marijuana.
Crime? Y or No

F. Ted robs a liquor store at gunpoint.
Crime? Y or No

G. Ellen leaves a store with change for a $10 bill after she realizes that she gave the cashier a $5 bill.
Crime? Y or No
	H. Lily approaches a man for purposes of prostitution.
Crime? Y or No

I. Melissa refuses to wear a helmet while riding a motorcycle.
Crime? Y or No

J. The president of a company knowingly pollutes a river with waste from its factory.
Crime? Y or No

K. Marge gets drunk and hits a child while speeding through a school zone.
Crime? Y or No

L. Burt observes his best friend shoplifting but does not turn him in.
Crime? Y or No

M. Tyler curses at a teacher at school and throws a chair down the hall.
Crime? Y or No




Should It Be A Crime - Worksheet

Activity 2 - Task: At the end of class, define/describe a term. 

Directions: Using today’s discussion and your own understanding of the term, complete the following sentence. 

	A crime is… 
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