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Evaluating a Source - What is the Liberal World Order Video

Overview

The Evaluating a Source exercise affords students the opportunity to critically assess as they consume information. Source
evaluation is an important skill whether students are interacting with historical sources or current news articles and prepares
them for being informed members of our community. The source in this particular lesson is an educational overview of the
‘liberal world order’ but from a particular perspective. It leaves out contrary information and has a persuasive tone of
narration and graphics. Students will benefit from analyzing these aspects and what the intent is of such choices.

Activity Instruction
Teacher Prep Work
Make copies of the attached worksheet for each student or provide digitally.

Opener

Introduce the Evaluating a Source worksheet to the students and review what the students will be asked to
complete for each section of the worksheet. Clarify any parts the students may find confusing. Educators may
want to begin by modeling the worksheet’s section using a different source. Utilizing a think aloud model, the
educator should demonstrate how to research the author or publication as a way to investigate the potential bias
of the source. Identify words that indicate the author’s tone. Wonder aloud what information the author chose
NOT to include. This is also a good time to show previous student examples of what a thoroughly completed
source evaluation looks like (if this is your first time using it, save some of your best ones). Next introduce the
concept of international relations by asking this question:

How would you describe the role of the USA in the world as it is now? (How does our nation interact with
other countries?)

Viewing the Source

Project the video “What is the Liberal World Order?” from the Council on Foreign Relations Education and ask
the students to watch it without making any oral comments or taking notes. Their job is to observe and pay
close attention to the categories on the worksheet for the duration of the short film.

Evaluating the Source
Without discussing the video, put students in groups of four (or in pairs if you prefer) and hand out the
worksheet. As students are working to evaluate the video, circulate within the room and address any issues.

Sharing out
As students finish, have them come together in different groups to compare their answers. Ask each group to
nominate a high-level example evaluation to share out to the whole class.
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https://youtu.be/t5fOLlf2_pY?si=Wfhv9JHNRTn7xAhf
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Debrief

Depending on the students’ reactions, you may want to follow with an activity exploring the answers to the
questions they had that were not addressed by the video. Perhaps have them read an article or watch a news
video like this one, describing alternative world orders that are forming now. Putin hosts growing BRICS
alliance in Russia, touting it as an alternative to the West's "perverse methods", CBS News, October 24, 2024

This activity could be followed by a Socratic seminar on what the US foreign policy should be in the future.
This survey of American public opinion can help prep the students for the conversation: What Are Americans’
Top Foreign Policy Priorities? Pew Research, April 23, 2024
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/russia-putin-brics-summit-china-ukraine-war-us-nato-sanctions-perverse-methods/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/russia-putin-brics-summit-china-ukraine-war-us-nato-sanctions-perverse-methods/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2024/04/23/what-are-americans-top-foreign-policy-priorities/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2024/04/23/what-are-americans-top-foreign-policy-priorities/
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Evaluating a Source - Worksheet

Title of the Source:

Author and Origin: Who created this? What
can you find out about the author? How could
the author’s background affect their
perspective? When and where was this
published?

Audience and Purpose: Who is the targeted
audience? What is the intent of the author and
publisher with producing this piece? How do
you know?

Content: What did you learn from this
source? What information is missing? Did it
broaden your understanding of the subject? In
what ways could it have been more effective?

Context: What is the context or setting in
which the event is happening? In other words,
what was going on at the same time/place that
is relevant to understanding this source?
Historical background?

Tone: What is the attitude of the author
toward this subject matter? How does the
author’s word choice convey their tone? How
does that affect your perception of the subject
matter?

Inquiry: What questions do you still need
answered to fully understand this topic?
Where would you search to find the answers?
Whose perspectives are missing from this
source?
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