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How Does an Idea Become Law via the Initiative Process? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1.  Concerned citizen or 
citizen group suggests an idea 
for an initiative 

 

2.  Initiative is drafted. 
 
Rules:  
1.  Limited to one subject. 
2.  Deals with legislative or 

policy issues. 
 

3.  Full text, including list of chief petitioners, is 
submitted to the Secretary of State and a political 
action committee (PAC) is formed. 

 

4.  Secretary of State approves if it 
meets legal requirements. 

 
5.  Oregon Attorney General writes Ballot 
title. 

Rules: 
1. Caption of no more than 10 words. 
2. Summary no more than 85 words. 
3. Effects of passage: 15 words. 

 
 

6.  Any registered voter 
can challenge title.  
 
Oregon Supreme Court 
decides if challenge 
stands. 

 

7.  When title is approved, the 
petition circulates. 

Rules: Each petition: 
1. must include caption 
2. must be signed only by 

registered voters within a given 
county (petitions are sorted by 
county). 

 

8.  Signatures gathered at malls, street corners, etc.  
 
Petitioners can be paid (by hour, NOT signature) 

 

9.  Required number of signatures submitted to 
Secretary of State: 
 
  1. Statute: 6% of the number of people participating in 
the last gubernatorial election 
  2. Constitutional Amendment: 8% of the same number of 
people 

 

10.  If signatures appear to be 
sufficient, Secretary of State submits 
them to each county. 

 

11.  Counties verify signatures against voter 
registration and return the results to 
Secretary of State. 

 
12.  If there are enough 
signatures, Secretary of 
State places the measure 
on the next General 
Election ballot. 

 
13.  Voters decide on measure at the  
next election 

  Passage:  more than 50% 
  Failure:  less than 50% 

 


