CLP Current Events: April 2, 2019
Topic: College Admissions Scandal
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NEWS SOURCES (6 total)
Elite Colleges Announce Record Law Admission Rates in Wake of College Cheating Scandal, by Anemona Hartocollis & Kate Taylor, The New York Times, March 29, 2019
“Several of the elite colleges named in court papers in the cheating scandal set admissions records this week. Yale’s admission rate sank to 5.91 percent from 6.31 percent last year, or 2,178 students out of a record-high pool of 36,843. The rate was 11 percent at the University of Southern California, the lowest ever, out of 66,000 freshman applications.”
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/29/us/college-admissions-rates.html
College-admissions scandal is part of an old problem when it comes to privilege, by Tyrone Beason, The Seattle Times, March 18, 2019
“It’s not just that students from wealthier families are better able pay for college. Top schools around the country have traditionally considered “legacy” — having a close relative who is an alum of the school of choice — in deciding whether or not to grant enrollment. And guess what? Legacy enrollees tend to be rich and white.”
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/education/the-college-admissions-scandal-is-a-small-part-of-a-historic-problem-when-it-comes-to-privilege-in-higher-ed/
30 Fast Facts About The College Admissions Scandal, by Zack Friedman, Forbes, March 18, 2019
“According to the Wall Street Journal, the alleged scheme was discovered through an unrelated case involving an executive being investigated for securities fraud. As part of that investigation, the executive named Singer as being at the center of the alleged admissions scheme.”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackfriedman/2019/03/18/30-facts-college-admissions-scandal/#1b5ef99812a0
Admissions scandal has colleges playing defense, by Nick Anderson, Perry Stein and Moriah Balingit, The Inquirer, March 14, 2019
“In response, Georgetown disclosed that it tightened vetting of athletic credentials after the university in late 2017 discovered “irregularities” in the recruiting practices of tennis coach Gordon Ernst. The coach, who left the university last year, was among dozens of people charged with crimes in the college admissions cheating and bribery conspiracy revealed Tuesday by federal prosecutors in Boston.”
https://www.philly.com/news/nation-world/college-admissions-scandal-georgetown-stanford-yale-defense-20190314.html
Parents accused in college admission scams could face “serious time” in prison, CBS News, March 13, 2019

“Klieman added that she doesn't think the accused parents will be able to throw money at the problem like they allegedly did to get their kids into college. 

‘No one's getting out of this,’ she said. ‘There's too much attention put to it. It's one thing to buy your way in to education for your children, which I find appalling and disgusting, frankly, but it's another thing at this stage to just think you can buy a fancy lawyer and get out of this. These parents probably had no thought that at some point they would go to prison.’”

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/college-admission-scams-fallout-these-parents-did-their-children-no-favors/
National College Fraud Scheme Highlights Flaws in Admissions Process, by Sasha Jones, Education Week, March 12, 2019
“According to a 2015 survey by Kaplan, 25 percent of college admissions officers said they have ‘felt pressured to accept an applicant who didn't meet [their] school's admissions requirements because of who that applicant was connected to.’”
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/high_school_and_beyond/2019/03/national_college_fraud_highlights_flaws_in_admissions_process.html?
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER (14 total)
 
· What is cheating?

· What is racketeering?

· What is integrity?

· What is entitlement?

· What is a college admission? What is an elite college?

· What is the value of a college education?

· What is the SAT?

· What are the qualifications that allow superior students to gain admission?

· Should money be the key factor in college admissions?

· Is this an issue of inequality in the college admission process?

· How can the admissions process be made more fair?

· What are the effects of college admission pressure on students, parents, teachers, college counselors, athletic coaches?

· Should we rethink the entire college admissions process? Should we rethink the role of the ACT, SAT and other companies who provide testing data? Should we rethink the ranking system that punishes some and rewards others? Should there be a school to provide opportunities for all our students?

· How do we add joy and integrity to this process?
BACKGROUND AND More (4 total)
Investigation of College Admissions and Testing Bribery Scheme, The United States Attorney’s Office, District of Massachusetts, March 29, 2019

https://www.justice.gov/usao-ma/investigations-college-admissions-and-testing-bribery-scheme
Why The College Admissions Scandal Hurts Students With Disabilities, by Clare Lombardo, OPB, March 16, 2019

https://www.opb.org/news/article/npr-why-the-college-admissions-scandal-hurts-students-with-disabilities/
The upside of the college admissions scandal, by Ephrat Livni, Quartz, March 14, 2019

https://qz.com/1572591/the-upside-of-the-college-admissions-cheating-scandal/
Does It Matter Where You Go To College? Some Context For The Admissions Scandal, by Elissa Nadworny and Anya Kamenetz, NPR, March 13, 2019 
https://www.npr.org/2019/03/13/702973336/does-it-matter-where-you-go-to-college-some-context-for-the-admissions-scandal
lesson plans (3 total)

Integrity, Great Expectations
http://www.greatexpectations.org/integrity
CLP: Multiple lesson plan ideas and quotes; all levels
A Massive College Admissions Cheating Scandal Gets People Talking, Wharton High School
https://kwhs.wharton.upenn.edu/2019/03/a-massive-college-admissions-cheating-scandal-sparks-emotion-and-debate/
CLP: Use “Conversation Starters” to facilitate a class discussion; middle and high school
What Is Your Reaction to the College Admissions Cheating Scandal?, by Natalie Proulx, The Learning Network, March 13, 2019

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/13/learning/what-is-your-reaction-to-the-college-admissions-cheating-scandal.html?
CLP: Great questions at the end for discussion; middle and high school

Constitutional connections (1 total)

 Responding to College Admissions Scandal, California Lawmakers Propose Sweeping Reforms, by Patrick McGreevy, Governing, March 29, 2019
https://www.governing.com/topics/education/tns-college-cheating-scandal-california-reforms.html
For Oregon SOCIAL SCIENCE Standards 
8.8   
Evaluate information from a variety of sources and perspectives.

8.21 
Analyze important political and ethical values such as freedom, democracy, 
equality and justice embodied in documents such as the Declaration of 
Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

8.26 
Examine a controversial event, issue, or problem from more than one 
perspective.  
HS.33
Explain the role of government in various current events. 

HS.35 
Examine the pluralistic realities of society (e.g., race, poverty, gender and age), 
recognizing issues of equity, and evaluating need for change. 

HS.59
Demonstrate the skills and dispositions needed to be a critical consumer of 
information.

HS.60
Analyze an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon from varied or opposing 
perspectives or points of view. 

For Connections to lessons in We the People: The Citizen & the Constitution 
Middle School, Level 2

· Unit 6, Lesson 29: What are the rights and responsibilities of citizenship?
High School, Level 3
Unit 6, Lesson 39: What does returning to fundamental principles mean?

