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Questions to Consider


Where is Saudi Arabia? Where is Yemen? 


Why is Saudi Arabia an important country? How does oil influence both the world’s view of Saudi Arabia and the policies within Saudi Arabia? Why is the instability in Yemen a problem for Saudi Arabia? What kind of government does Saudi Arabia have? What changes might be made in Saudi Arabia? What role does the state religion in Saudi Arabia play in policies of the country?


What future does the rule of law have in Saudi Arabia? How are the Medina Constitution and the Magna Carta related? 


What does the sponsorship of madrassas around the world mean about Saudi Arabia? What is the history of US-Saudi Arabia relations? How do accusations of Saudi involvement in the 9/11 attacks affect the relationship?


Why is Yemen important? Why is there political chaos in Yemen? What are the divisions within Yemen? What is the role of Al Qaeda in Yemen? What divisions exist between Sunni and Shia Islam in Yemen? What divisions exist between the northern and southern regions of Yemen? Which countries provide financial aid to the government of Yemen? Has Yemen been a model for fighting terrorism? What is the best plan to counter terrorism in countries with weak governments and divided constituencies?


What role does Iran play? How does the competition between Saudi Arabia and Iran play out in the Middle East? Is Yemen influenced by Iran? 


What is Saudi Arabia’s attitude toward ISIS? Does the murder of the Jordanian pilot by ISIS suggest a change in the anti-ISIS coalition?








Articles


Saudi Arabia


� HYPERLINK "http://www.foxnews.com/world/2015/01/31/saudi-arabia-faces-isis-threats-during-transition-new-king/" ��“Saudi Arabia faces ISIS threats during transition of new king”� (Fox News) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/05/world/middleeast/pre-9-11-ties-haunt-saudis-as-new-accusations-surface.html?_r=2" ��“Pre-9/11 Ties haunt Saudis as New Accusations Surface”� (NY Times)  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-01-27/american-academics-activists-tell-saudi-arabia-stop-flogging-blogger-or-flog-us" ��“Would you take 100 lashes to spare a Saudi blogger? They say they will”� (PRI) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.businessinsider.com/the-fall-of-yemens-government-is-a-huge-problem-for-saudi-arabia-2015-2" ��“The fall of Yemen’s government is a huge problem for Saudi Arabia”� (Business Insider)


Yemen


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/26/world/middleeast/yemeni-parliament-cancels-meeting-on-presidents-resignation.html?smprod=n" ��“Shifting Alliances Play Out Behind Closed Doors in Yemen”� (NY Times) 


� HYPERLINK "http://edition.cnn.com/2015/01/26/world/yemen-us/" ��“U.S. hits Yemen with drone strike, closes embassy to public amid upheaval”� (CNN) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2015/01/the_lessons_from_yemen_david_i.html" ��“The lessons from Yemen: David Ignatius”�  (opinion) (The Oregonian)











Topic: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, and the Arab world
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Questions to Consider continued…


Who is Crown Prince Muqrin? What will his role be in Saudi Arabia? Who is Prince Mohammed bin Nayef, the interior minister of Saudi Arabia? How will the transition to younger rulers affect Saudi Arabia?


What is the status of women in Saudi Arabia? Will there be a loosening of restrictions on women? 


What human rights issues might divide the US and Saudi Arabia? Should the US use its influence with Saudi Arabia to push for human rights? Why or why not?








THE EXTRAS


Pre-teaching, Extensions & Further Reading


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vox.com/2015/1/26/7877619/saudi-arabia-questions" ��“9 questions about Saudi Arabia you were too embarrassed to ask”� (Vox)


� HYPERLINK "http://edition.cnn.com/2015/01/23/middleeast/middle-east-country-breakdown/index.html?iid=ob_article_organicsidebar_expansion&iref=obnetwork" ��“What’s happening in the Middle East and why it matters”� (CNN) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fpri.org/events/2015/02/change-challenges-and-chaos-yemen-and-saudi-arabia" ��“Change, Challenges, and Chaos in Yemen and Saudi Arabia”� (Foreign Policy Research Institute)


Lesson Plans


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sharemylesson.com/article.aspx?storycode=50014859" ��“Saudi women challenge driving ban in online protest”� (ShareMyLesson)


What’s the connection?


Constitution


� HYPERLINK "http://www.law.fsu.edu/journals/transnational/vol11_2/white.pdf" ��“Mohammed and Madison: A Comparison of the Qur’an and the U.S. Constitution”� (Florida State University) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aspeninstitute.org/about/blog/new-saudi-arabian-kingdom-dreams-magna-carta" ��“The New Saudi Arabian Kingdom and Dreams of the Magna Carta”� (The Aspen Institute)


Students


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-01-28/saudi-students-us-have-confidence-their-new-king" ��“Saudi students in the US have confidence in their new king”� (PRI) 


Oregon


� HYPERLINK "http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2015/02/david_sarasohn_a_pipeline_from.html" ��“David Sarasohn: A pipeline from Portland to Saudi Arabia”� (Oregonian)











Oregon State Social Science Standards


HS.2. Analyze the complexity and investigate causes and effects of significant events in world, U.S., and Oregon history.


HS.9. Identify historical and current events, issues, and problems when national interests and global interest have been in conflict, and analyze the values and arguments on both sides of the conflict.


HS.19. Evaluate how differing points of view, self-interest, and global distribution of natural resources play a role in conflict over territory. 


HS.33. Explain the role of government in various current events.


CCSS Anchor Standards


2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.


3. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determine technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 


4. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 





We the People Lesson Connections


Middle School, Level 2


Unit 6, Lesson 28: What is the relationship of the United States to other nations            in the world?


High School, Level 3


Unit 6, Lesson 38: What are the challenges of the Participation of the United         States in World Affairs?
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